bibliography so much more useful. It is hoped that this book will encourage clinical histopathologists to overcome their distaste for placental histology. The learned and expert authors of this book deal with all that is important and relevant to the subject in fifteen chapters. William A Blanc has contributed a chapter entitled: 'Pathology of the placenta and cord in some viral infections', whilst William C Marshall has contributed a chapter entitled: 'The development of immune mechanisms in the fetus and newborn'. These embellish the book and enhance our understanding of the likely pathogenesis of the major viral diseases delineated by the principal authors.
Having construed the evidence for viral aetiology of congenital defects, the authors discuss the effects of rubella, cytomegalovirus, herpes simplex, the enteroviruses, varicella zoster, smallpox and vaccinia, the hepatitis viruses and other viruses which may, possibly, exert a pathogenic effect on the fetus and newborn. The chapters on differential and laboratory diagnosis are of particular value, whilst the discussion on prevention, treatment and antiviral chemotherapy is also useful.
The book is lucidly written, the illustrations are plain and convincing, and each chapter is separately referenced. There is a wide range of abnormal shadows and much valuable information is contained in the answers. Many of the brief discussions are excellent but lists of possible, though doubtful, diagnoses are often given without any indication of the probabilities (e.g. Figure 4-158 ). Perhaps this is to make the reader think but some further radiological indications would often be instructive.
There are some errors in diagnosis. The term 'median palatal cleft' appears where a normal median suture is shown (e.g. Figures 4-66 and 4-141 ). This structure often persists well into the 40s and SOs as dental radiologists and forensic pathologists will know. Figure 4 -157 shows a typical compact bone island merging with the lamina dura near the apex such as occurs in the mandible as well as in many bones of the body. Figure 5-1 A and B shows an enamel pearl but many others given this diagnosis are, at least, dubious. In Figure 4 -47 the conclusion is correct but not for the reasons given. The whiteness of the mesiodens is due to the whole length of its root being superimposed onto the crown. There is a bone line all round it and, to be accommodated in bone, it must be largely palatal to the incisor roots. 'Fibrous healing defect' is a sensible and useful term, the meaning of which is shown by many varying examples. The terms 'chronic diffuse sclerosing osteomyelitis' and 'chronic focal sclerosing osteomyelitis' are, however, used less appropriately on a number of occasions.
There is a great deal to instruct the reader throughout this book in spite of these criticisms and dental readers of all grades of knowledge will find it valuable. This book covers a wide range of subjects concerning adolescence, including the need for separate hospital provision, delinquency, physical and emotional changes and problems, illness, handicaps, death, vaginal examination, gynaecological problems, contraception, venereal disease, rape, drug taking, homosexuality, suicide, headaches, obesity and anorexia nervosa, chromosomal, endocrine and audiovisual difficulties, epilepsy, asthma and many other matters. This is a useful book, written with sympathy and understanding.
In the next edition I should like to see much more about the psychological aspects of adolescence; the reasons for friction between the adolescent, parents and siblings; the relation of early home influences, such as favouritism, excessive or deficient discipline, and emotional deprivation to adolescent behaviour. I should also like to see sections on underachievement, opting out, hippies, cults and religion, clothes and diet, mental superiority and its effects, solvent sniffing, secretiveness and many other common psychological problems.
Although the index is inadequate, this is a very good book and should be in every paediatric or general medical library.
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